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Kelly’s the friendly face in theatre from start to finish
Kelly Edwards, operating department practitioner (OPD) is one of the friendly faces of the theatre team at Wye Valley NHS Trust who greets patients and puts them at their ease from the time they are ready for their operation, during, and afterwards in the recovery room.

 “My job is very rewarding to be with the patient from start to finish, and provide them with reassurance during what might be an anxious time”, says Kelly.

Kelly’s career in theatres started out at the County Hospital in Hereford five years ago as a theatre support worker, and after a short time she was hooked on theatres and went to university on a secondment to complete OPD training, which took two years.

Her main duties are to act as an anaesthetic practitioner, check theatre lists for the day for patient anaesthesia requirements, and prepare the anaesthetic room for the safe practice of anaesthesia. 
Kelly ensures that instruments and equipment are readily available before surgery begins, and assists the surgeon undertaking the operation with scrubs.  She also provides care for the patient in the recovery area until they come around from the anaesthetic.

 “Theatre is always busy but some days are busier than others, depending on the type of operations taking place and length of the surgery required, and the number of emergency operations that need to be carried out.  That’s what makes it so varied and interesting”. 

 “My job means everything to me and I enjoy every aspect, especially working in such a friendly and supportive team.  Herefordshire is a beautiful county and a wonderful place to live”.

